
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 25 February 2010] 

 p258a-258a 
Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [1] 

PILBARA REVITALISATION PLAN — COASTAL ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.05 pm]: I inform the 
house of a recent visit to the Pilbara region to announce that the state government will provide a further 
$65 million to secure the power supply in the coastal communities of Karratha, Roebourne, South Hedland and 
Onslow as part of the royalties for regions Pilbara revitalisation plan. The government will develop a new 
network of underground powerlines that will ensure that cyclone-affected towns have a safe and reliable power 
supply all year round. A secure power supply is essential to the development of the region and will contribute to 
higher living standards as well as growth in the business and industrial sectors—something that we are sure to 
see a lot of. These are the sorts of projects that are integral to the government’s Pilbara Cities vision. 

The total project cost is estimated at $130 million, of which $30 million will be contributed through the 
commitments received from the Shire of Roebourne, Town of Port Hedland and Shire of Ashburton. Initially, 
$35 million of royalties for regions funding was provided to Horizon Power in June 2009 to commence the 
project to underground the powerlines. This final amount of $65 million allows Horizon Power to start the 
replacement of the ageing overhead electricity infrastructure, which I expect to be completed by 2014. The 
project will also upgrade the distribution voltage in Karratha from 11 kilovolt to 22 kilovolt, which will help 
meet the demands from expected growth in residential and commercial areas of town as we roll out our Pilbara 
Cities plan. Network operator Horizon Power will play a pivotal role in community consultation and the 
planning and implementation of the project. According to Horizon Power, the development of the new 
underground system will allow it to upgrade the entire power network, as well as being able to introduce new 
technology and a safer system. New technology such as a self-healing network system will mean much shorter 
power outages, should they occur. The provision of underground power is vital to these communities, 
particularly during the cyclone season. It is a sad indictment on the opposition that it did nothing to help these 
communities, despite their years in government when receiving billion-dollar revenues. The underground power 
supply being provided by the royalties for regions project is another example of the vision and determination of 
this government to build and develop the region through the Pilbara Cities program.  
 


